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TENDRING HUNDRED RIDING CLUB NEWSLETTER - JUNE 2026



Good Evening Everyone,

I hope this newsletter finds you all well and that you've been enjoying the lovely summer weather, even if it has been a little too warm at times!

Firstly, I would like to say a huge thank you to Shaun and Donna Magee, who have spent countless hours keeping our showground looking fantastic. They have been filling rabbit holes, topping the grass and making sure the jumping arena has a good grass covering to help provide a softer landing for our horses. Their hard work really is appreciated.

I would also like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has supported the club this year. Whether you've competed at a show, attended a clinic, hired the field, volunteered, sponsored a class or simply helped spread the word, your support means so much. Tendring Hundred Riding Club is run entirely by volunteers, and without you, we simply couldn't do what we do.

Over the past couple of months, however, we have noticed a decline in entries at our shows. We know there are many reasons why this might be the case. The weather has certainly played its part, and we also understand that the rising cost of living means everyone has to think carefully about where they spend their money. That's why we've done our very best to keep our entry fees affordable, with most classes costing £10 or less.

We would genuinely love to hear from you if there's anything we could do differently. If there are reasons you're not attending our events, or ideas that might encourage more people to come along, please let us know. Your feedback is always welcome because this is your club, and we want to continue providing events that everyone enjoys.

The committee works incredibly hard behind the scenes. Alongside our own jobs and family commitments, many hours are spent organising shows and clinics, maintaining the showground, securing sponsorship, arranging judges and volunteers, and looking at ways we can continue improving the club. We've listened to the suggestions from previous member surveys and have introduced many of your ideas, but unfortunately entries have not increased as we'd hoped.

Our Annual Show has always been one of the highlights of the year, and we've worked especially hard to make this year's event something special. Thanks to the generosity of our wonderful sponsors, every class has been sponsored, allowing us to offer beautiful rosettes, plaques, championship sashes, annual trophies and prizes.

At the moment, however, entries are lower than we would normally expect. We are really hoping this changes over the next few days, as we'd love nothing more than to go ahead and put on a fantastic day for everyone.

To allow us enough time to prepare properly, the committee will review entries on the evening of Wednesday 1st July. If numbers haven't reached a level where the show is viable to run, we may have to make the difficult decision to postpone the show planned for 5th July, with the hope of running it later in September or October instead.

This is absolutely a last resort. We know many of you are looking forward to the day, and we'd much rather be welcoming you all to the showground than making this announcement. We also want to ensure we can continue offering high-quality events that are enjoyable for competitors, worthwhile for our judges and fair to our generous sponsors.

Looking ahead, if support for our events doesn't improve, we will need to review what the club's programme looks like for the remainder of 2026 and into 2027. We are passionate about keeping the club thriving and continuing to offer competitions, clinics and opportunities for riders of all ages and abilities, but we can only do that with your support.

If you've been thinking about entering the Annual Show, we'd really encourage you to do so. If you're unable to compete, simply sharing our posts, telling friends about our events or coming along to support on the day makes a huge difference. Every entry, every share and every person who supports the club helps secure its future.

Finally, thank you once again to every single member, volunteer, sponsor and supporter. We are incredibly proud of our club and hope, with everyone's continued support, we can keep it going strong for many years to come.

Events

July
5th – Annual Show
12th – Vicki May Northover Clinic
18th – Junior Rally
August
2nd – Showing
8th – Gymkhana
16th – Family Fun Day And Fun Dog Show
September
13th – Show Jumping
19th – Vicki May Northover Clinic
20th – Dressage & Combined Training
27th – Showing
October
4th – Minimus One Day Event – 30cm to 60cm – Club Field
24th – Presentation & Trophies Evening
January 2027
5th – AGM

All events will be advertised on:
• Facebook: Tendring Hundred Riding Club
• Website: tendringhundredrc.co.uk
• Fundraising Facebook Page: Tendring Hundred Riding Club Fundraising


Field Improvements & Fundraising

It was wonderful to see so many of you supporting our two "Have a Go" events in May.
Our Dressage Have a Go Day was a real success. Mary judged each rider's chosen test before spending time afterwards giving helpful, individual feedback and working through anything she felt could be improved. It was lovely to see riders return for a second test, put that advice into practice and come away with higher marks and, most importantly, more confidence. We've already had requests to run another one, so we'll certainly be looking into arranging another date.
Our Show Jumping Have a Go Day was a little quieter, but everyone who attended enjoyed the relaxed, friendly atmosphere. Riders were able to jump the course and, if they wished, have another go to build confidence or improve their round. Days like these are all about learning, having fun and supporting one another, and we'd love to see even more of you join us next time.

16th August, our Family Fun Day is now just around the corner, and we're so excited to be adding a Fun Dog Show to this year's event!

There really will be something for everyone, with craft stalls, food and drink, displays, activities and now plenty of fun for our four-legged friends too. Last year's Dog Show was a huge hit and brought lots of smiles, so we're hoping this year's will be even bigger and better.

We'd love to see as many of our members, their families, friends and the local community there as possible. Even if you aren't competing, please come along, enjoy the day and help make it another fantastic event. If you're able to donate a prize for our tombola, we would be incredibly grateful. Every donation, big or small, helps make the event that little bit more special. Donations can be brought to the field on any of our show days. Please also help us spread the word by sharing our posters and inviting friends along. Every visitor helps support the club and the money raised will go directly back into improving our facilities for everyone to enjoy.

Our Show Jumping Filler Plaques are still available for just £25. They're a lovely way to celebrate your horse or pony, remember a special equine friend or simply show your support for the club. Your chosen name will be displayed on one of our jump fillers around the showground, creating a lasting reminder for years to come.

We're also putting together a range of sponsorship opportunities for both the Family Fun Day and our club events throughout the year. If you own a business, know someone who does, or think someone may be interested in supporting a local community club, we'd be delighted to hear from you. Every sponsorship, whatever the size, helps us continue providing affordable events and improving the facilities for all our members.

Team News

Our Area 8 Show Jumping Qualifier in May was another fantastic day for the club. Despite the very hot weather, we welcomed riders from across Area 8, with over 147 rounds jumped throughout the day. A huge thank you goes to everyone who volunteered, whether you were picking up poles or stewarding or simply lending a hand wherever needed. Events like this simply couldn't happen without volunteers, and we are incredibly grateful for your time and support.

Congratulations to Holly Biggs, Chloe Mason, Shirley Sampson, Mollie Bartrum, Jane Hubert, Imogen Low, Maisie Low, Alice Jennings, Jess Simpson and Rachel Joslin for representing Tendring Hundred Riding Club so brilliantly. A special well done goes to Jess Simpson, who qualified both of her horses for the Championships, and to our 80cm Junior Team of Maisie, Imogen and Alice, who also secured their Championship qualification. What a fantastic achievement! Full reports and photos can be found on our Facebook page.

Congratulations also to Isabella, Naomi, Tallulah, Betty and Rachel, who represented the club at the Arena Eventing Championships at Aston-le-Walls. Our junior team finished an excellent 9th place, and everyone rode brilliantly.
Most recently, Emily Jones, Wendy O'Brien and Poppy Gwinell travelled to the Summer Dressage Qualifier, where they all produced lovely tests and returned home with 2nd and 3rd placings. We now have everything crossed that they receive Wild Cards for the National Championships in September.

Finally, we'd like to give a very warm welcome to Poppy and Mollie, who represented the club at their very first qualifiers. We hope it's the first of many, and we look forward to seeing you both wearing club colours again soon.

If you've ever thought about representing the club but weren't sure where to start, we'd love to hear from you. We welcome riders across all the main disciplines, and team managers are always happy to answer any questions and help new riders get involved.

A Few Gentle Reminders
To help keep our showground looking its best and support our biosecurity measures, we'd kindly ask everyone to pick up and take home any droppings left by their horse.

Due to the ongoing Influenza outbreaks we are checking passports to ensure horse are vaccinated. Please bring these along with you to shows or you can email the records across before the show. 

Please also remember that we no longer accept cash payments at our events. Any additional classes can be entered on the day using the card machine in the Secretary's Cabin.
Finally...
I know parts of this newsletter may seem a little more serious than usual, but I wanted to be open and honest with you about where the club currently stands. Tendring Hundred Riding Club has always been about bringing people together through a shared love of horses. We have a wonderful, friendly club with fantastic volunteers, supportive sponsors and dedicated members, and we'd love nothing more than to see our events thriving again. 

Thank you for everything you do to support the club, whether that's entering a show, volunteering, sharing our posts, sponsoring an event or simply encouraging others to come along. Every single bit of support makes a difference. 

This is your club, and together we can ensure it continues to be a welcoming, friendly and supportive place for riders of all ages and abilities for many years to come. 

We look forward to seeing you all very soon and wish you and your horses and ponies a happy, safe and successful summer.

Best wishes,
Jo Mason
Chair
Tendring Hundred Riding Club
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